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  Introduction
  Visual Studio 2008 is an enormous product no matter which way you look at it. Incorporating the latest advances in Microsoft ’ s premier programming languages, Visual Basic and C#, along with a host of improvements and new features in the user interface, it can be intimidating to both newcomers and experienced .NET developers.
  Professional Visual Studio 2008  looks at every major aspect of this developer tool, showing you how to harness each feature and offering advice about how best to utilize the various components effectively. It shows you the building blocks that make up Visual Studio 2008, breaking the user interface down into manageable chunks for you to understand.
  It then expands on each of these components with additional details about exactly how it works both in isolation and in conjunction with other parts of Visual Studio to make your development efforts even more efficient.
  Who This Book Is F or
  Professional Visual Studio 2008  is for all developers new to Visual Studio as well as those programmers who have some experience but want to learn about features they may have previously overlooked. If you are familiar with the way previous versions of Visual Studio worked, you may want to skip Part I, which deals with the basic constructs that make up the user interface, and move on to the remainder of the book where the new features found in Visual Studio 2008 are discussed in detail. If you ’ re just starting out, you ’ ll greatly benefit from the first part, where basic concepts are explained and you ’ re introduced to the user interface and how to customize it to suit your own style. This book does assume that you are familiar with the traditional programming model, and it uses both the C# and Visual Basic languages to illustrate features within Visual Studio 2008. In addition, it is assumed that you can understand the code listings without an explanation of basic programming concepts in either language. If you ’ re new to programming and want to learn Visual Basic, please take a look at  Beginning Visual Basic 2008  by Thearon Willis and Bryan Newsome. Similarly, if you are after a great book on C#, track down  Beginning Visual C# 2008,  written collaboratively by a host of authors.
  What This Book Co vers
  Microsoft Visual Studio 2008 is arguably the most advanced integrated development environment (IDE) available for programmers today. It is based on a long history of programming languages and interfaces and has been influenced by many different iterations of the theme of development environments. Introduction
  The next few pages introduce you to Microsoft Visual Studio 2008, how it came about, and what it can do for you as a developer. If you ’ re already familiar with what Visual Studio is and how it came to be, you may want to skip ahead to the next chapter and dive into the various aspects of the integrated development environment itself.
    A Brief History of Visual Studio 
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